The Post War Decade
tice lines, while trying to promote a final settlement of the dispute
which would ensure the survival of Israel and at the same time do
something to allay the bitterness of the Arabs over what they
regarded as the theft of Arab territory. This was in American
interest for the unrest in the Middle East during the early cold
war period impinged on U.S. policy m two ways. Firstly, in view
of the strategic significance of the area and the tremendous petro-
leum reserves of Iran, Iraq, Saudi Arabia and the sheikdoms in
the Persian Guff, it was the polky of the United States not to
allow this region to come under Soviet influence and control.
Secondly, the United States realized that crisis in any area along
the Russian periphery might offer an opportunity for exploitation
by the Soviet Union, and hence she sought to bring about a swift
and peaceful end to the disputes that occurred in the Middle
Eastern region.
the baghdad pact
The intense anti-American sentiments that prevailed affi over the
Arab world for a period after the United States supported the
creation of the State of Israel and recognized her in May 1948,
gradually waned untS shortly after the coup d'etat in Egypt that
deposed King Farouk and brought first General Mohammed
Naguib, and subsequently Colonel Gamal Abdel Nasser into
power. It was fondly hoped by the United States that the rise of
Nasser to power in a republican Egypt would usher m a period
of economic and social reform within the country and that the
strong nationalistic sentiments of the Egyptians would spur them
to resist any Russian attempt at penetration. At the same time it
was hoped that Nasser would cooperate.with the United States
and with the West generally, on reasonable teems.
In an effort to win over Nasser, the United States threw its
weigjbt in order to secure a resolution of the An^b-Egypfiian <fead-
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